A fire on December 30, 1983, destroyed the Rebholz Gas and Electric and Buffa’s convenience store in
downtown Edgerton. The story was carried in the following week’s issue of the Edgerton Reporter:

| Mt

'VOLUME 110 NUMBER 16

A team from the state Fire ies fi
Marshall's office spent MN IMOIC‘IL\Q“#E site and
morning h the ing any
el m‘mmdn ﬂffﬂl“ﬁlho!lre
“-ruxnr-lmr-‘ndwuwtm refighters were di
that h mbulbyws 1145 p.m.
mlmﬁﬂﬁﬁmm ay, a.
-businesses and hospitalized Fire the one-story white brick building
Chigf G ich  housed 4
An
‘the cause of the blazs that mvmmmwm
Rebholz Gas & Electric Inc, 14 E. a smoldering

witnesses because the concentra-
 tion of loe and snow covering the

heap of rubble
framed in brick and coated with
Smoke from the blaze

remained at I!ls bllniﬂﬂ edifice
until 6:30 a.m.

First Assistant Fire Chiel Jim
Neal said the building was
com; by flames
when firefighiers arrived. *The
:ﬁdm was a total loss," he

e have nahtnaﬂﬁuilmlf
what caused the fire.

suspect anything, but wa’r! find
w!ﬁtmn-lmﬂi fishy.”"

ly serlous
I'Immdnllvmln-mned

~_ Fire Destroys Two Downtown Businesses

ﬁummmwammwm&mmmnmmmu mmﬂi;

by
u'ﬁremrsrlll“ra ‘
The owner of tne rmd

to

a
Mrs. Last said the dollar value
of the Rebholz Gas and Elect
stock lost I the fire would
unknown untif an inventory can
be complated and forwarded to

:m insurance company woul

Both the grocery store ,h* |
(Gontinued on Back Page)
——




E \'» - G e -
_Blaze Rips
(Continued from Front Page)

and the washers and drvers of the
laundromat business inside Buf-
ft:': w&ewetely destroyed by

lfmthesecondflmlnthelast
two years that destroyed
owned by Dunn. On May 2, 1982,
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chair on fire inside the building.
The juveniles were later charged
with criminal arson following a
police investigation.

Neal said firefighters’ chief
concern was preventing the blaze
from spreading to a propane
storage area located in the rear of
the gas and electric company. A
cement brick wall separated the
explosive liquid gas from the
rapidly spreading flames.

However, the underground
propane tanks were not the only
immediate danger of explosion at
the fire scene. Wisconsin Power
& Light Co. crewmen were called
to the scene to disconnect natural
gas lines that were piped into the
clothes dryers at the laundromat
inside Buffa's.

Firefighters utilized the depart-
ment’s rescue vehicle to escape
from the cold. Inside, the fire
department ladies auxiliary sup-
plied the weary firemen with hot
chocolate,  coffee, donuts and
sandwiches.

Rodney Teubert, 304 Craig
Rd., and a 17-year-old local boy
were arrested by police and
charged with obstructing an
officer in connection with police
efforts to control a crowd of
onlookers who began to gather
near the burning businesses.

Burdick said the two were
booked for failure to cooperate
with police orders and interfering
with firefighters’ handling of the
blaze. Both Teubert and the boy
have been ordered to appear at
Edgerton Municipal Court on
Jan. 14.

Burdick, coordinator of Edger-
ton’s division of emergency
government, applauded the com-
bined efforts of firefighters,
police, the Rock County Sheriff's
Department deputies and depart-
ment of public works employees.

Four sheriff's department units
assisted police with traffic control
and street department workers

set up barricades to block off East .

Fulton Street and nearby pedes-
trian walkways. The department
of public works also utilized a salt
and sand truck to improve
traction on the frozen roadway.
Much of the block on East
Fulton Street in front of the
mound of smoldering rubble was
blockaded Saturday morning as
city crews worked to scrape a
three-inch layer of ice from the
street that had frozen because of
the amount of water utilized
during the firefighting efforts.

Through Established Businesses

A fire late Friday gutted two East Fulton Street businesses.




The cause of the Rebholz fire was not determined, as reported the Edgerton Reporter:




